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27th April 2017 
 

Transfer Process 2017/2018  

 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
As you will be aware, many of our P6 children have now begun to work towards the AQE assessment for entry into 

grammar school in the form of extra homework and one practice tests per week in class. The system of using 

entrance exams at transfer stage has been put into place by Grammar Schools in the absence of an official process 

from the Department of Education. 

Please note: if you wish your child to complete the practice tests in school, we require £10 per child to provide the 

test resources for this term. Please send this into school by next Wednesday 3rd May. There are other resources 

you may purchase from the school for use over the summer which you’ll hear about soon. 

I feel it is important that we, at The Diamond, provide support and preparation so that those wishing to sit these 

tests have the best possible opportunity to succeed. It is also very important that it does not compromise the 

learning of children who do not intend to take the entrance tests. We have thought carefully about the process and I 

believe we have a very good system in place to cater for every child. 

Although the decision as to whether or not children take part in this process lies entirely with parents, it is important 

for me to outline a number of details to help you with making these decisions over the coming weeks. 

 The AQE assessment is a test specifically for those who wish to attend a Grammar School; there is no benefit 

in sitting the AQE assessments if you do not wish to send your child to a Grammar School or any school using 

this academic selection. 

 The practice tests taken by the children in school each week are designed specifically to prepare the children 

for the AQE assessment. It is my feeling that children who do not intend to sit the AQE assessment should 

not sit the practice papers – there are much more beneficial ways for children to use this time, reinforcing 

classwork and strengthening knowledge of key concepts. 

 Children who are not sitting the AQE assessments may still wish to complete the extra homework in literacy 

and numeracy, and this is absolutely fine – children may continue with this element of the work even if they 

have decided not to enter the assessment or complete the practice papers. 



 The entrance exams and the practice papers are difficult. You will begin to get a sense of how your child is 

coping with the tests over the next few weeks, as you see how they score and as you observe their mood 

and feeling about the whole process. This will help to inform your decision about whether to enter your 

children for the entrance tests. 

At any time, feel free to call us and arrange to have a chat about your child/ren in relation to the whole process. We 

are happy to talk it through with you and provide as much useful guidance and advice as we can. If we have concerns 

about your child as far as this process is concerned, we may contact you to chat further. 

 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
M Beattie (Principal) 
 
 


